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L’Internationale Online revisits the project The Veil of Peace (2017),
undertaken by tranzit.ro, current member of the confederation.
Presented here is a slide show of the project and two short texts
written by Ovidiu Ţichindeleanu, co-curator of the exhibition. We turn
to the project and its images, vocabularies and alliances of peace with
renewed urgency in today’s conditions of rampant militarism. We
reaffirm our belief in art and artistic thinking as a space to imagine and
articulate the conditions for a more equitable, peaceful world.
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In the summer of 2017, the fluid curatorial team The Committee for Resurrection

(Igor Mocanu, Ovidiu Ţichindeleanu, Raluca Voinea) organized the research

exhibition The Veil of Peace at tranzit.ro in Bucharest.

https://beta.internationaleonline.org/authors/ovidiu-tichindeleanu/
https://beta.internationaleonline.org/authors/ovidiu-tichindeleanu/
https://ro.tranzit.org/en/exhibition/0/2017-06-09/the-veil-of-peace
https://ro.tranzit.org/en/exhibition/0/2017-06-09/the-veil-of-peace
https://tranzit.org/en
https://tranzit.org/en
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The research stemmed from the common observation of the curators that the

culture of peace had been emptied of references and meaning in Romania, but also

throughout the region of Eastern Europe, during the post-1989 transition, while the

culture of war, militarism and strategy was increasingly pervasive. The curators

researched the iconography of peace in the cultural and political archives of real

socialism in Romania, namely in the practices of artists, painters, writers and

musicians, in journals and everyday objects, as well as in official discourse. The

research revealed an abundant field affected by oblivion and neglect, and evidenced

an understudied internal history of nuances and differentiation, as well as

undervalued local reflections and relations to international struggles for peace and

liberation. The curators envisaged at the time the need for other iterative and

localized research exhibitions.

Ovidiu Ţichindeleanu, October 2023

The following is the original statement for the exhibition:

In the iconography of real-existing socialism,
peace reigns supreme over all symbols. Even
more than the peace dove, which has been
drawn by the hand of each and every child of the
former socialist bloc, “peace” itself is a word
that became image.

Peace was the ultimate symbol of communist
life. The symbol covered buildings, actions, and
art works. It was everywhere, and took a life of
its own in popular expressions, official
discourse, and artistic practices. Yet from the
outside, the “Free World” kept on seeing in the
communist peace only a veil, behind which
lurked other intentions.

After the fall of the Iron Curtain, the former
socialist bloc has become a “conflict region” of
the world, starting with the wars of former
Yugoslavia at the beginning of the Post-Socialist
transition, all the way to the war in Ukraine at
the end of it. Thus has been the region
reintegrated into the world of capitalism and
coloniality.
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The symbols of peace have been taken down,
they have disappeared or were devalued. The
current cultural reach of peace is insignificant.
Peace itself has disappeared from the internal
social life under the distress of impoverishment,
austerity, crises and wars. The veil of peace has
thickened into the armors of war. How can we
dematerialize war today?

How could we regain the times of peace, how
can we start redistributing the historical capital
of the image of peace back into common
meaning?

Ovidiu Ţichindeleanu, June 2017

The views and opinions published in this section mirror the principles of academic
freedom and do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the L'Internationale
confederation and its members.
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